1 his book is addressed to the same public who received so well
The Great Within, but while that narrative had to do with his-
torical matters which are tolerably well known, and such merit as
it possessed was due to the somewhat novel way in which they
were presented, the present volume opens a far less familiar field
of history to the reader, but one with which, the author sub-
mits, he will lose nothing by acquainting himself, if he desires
to enlarge his view of the relation between European and Asiatic
ideas. In The Great Within the political theory at the back of
Confucianism was shown to be connected with the vision of a
world state. Here is disclosed an analogous Buddhistic theory,
which is as curiously related to the Christian Caxtas Dei as is the
Confucian. No direct exegesis of this is given, but it will be found
to emerge from the episodes constructed round Friar Manrique's
adventures, to which it gives both coherence and meaning.
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